
P
h

o
to

 ©
M

ik
e 

St
oy



Welcome
Sunday, September 19, 2021
9:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
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The Placitas Garden Tour (PGT), Inc. welcomes you to our fifth annual 
Placitas Garden Tour. PGT is a nonprofit dedicated to hosting an 
annual tour of exceptional gardens in the community for viewing 
by the public. Ticket proceeds from the tour benefit our volunteer 
organizations, currently the Sandoval Extension Master Gardeners 
and the Placitas Community Library.

The tour would not be possible without the generous homeowners 
who have opened their gardens to you. You will enjoy seven 
diverse gardens and eight artists creating in the gardens. For more 
information and photos of the 2021 gardens and the artists bios 
and schedules please visit PlacitasGardenTour.com. You may tour 
the gardens in any order, and we encourage you to do so to avoid 
crowds. Please drive carefully and watch out for pedestrians and 
animals in the streets.

Ticket holders assume all risks associated 
with the 2021 Placitas Garden Tour including, 
but not limited to, rock pathways, stairways, 
steep landscapes, walls, and possible 
slippery areas. Except for service dogs, pets 
are not allowed on garden premises. 

The most enchanted gardens 
are found in Placitas. 

I can help you find yours…

Jennise Phillips, Associate Broker

Your Trusted Placitas Expert
505-331-2288 

jennisep@aol.com
NewMexicolandhomes.com
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AlamedaGreenhouseABQ.com
9515 4th St NW ■ Albuquerque, NM 87114

1 Critter Cafe  
Owners: Alwyn & Sunel Vanderwalt 

Sunel and Alwyn describe themselves as two obsessed gardeners 
who “love to dig, plant, and entertain all good and bad insects, 
pollinators, snakes, bobcats and everything else that grows or 
moves.”  This mature and beautifully landscaped property is a 
certified wildlife habitat garden full of native and well-adapted, 
drought-tolerant plants, including a few from the owners’ native 
country, South Africa.

The property is zoned into several gardens. In front you’ll find 
a calming Zen garden. Bordering the back portal, there is a 
raised perennial bed and rock garden that enable the owners 
to enjoy seasonal color changes. For the enjoyment of their 
granddaughter, they created a hidden secret garden. Lastly, 
a challenging nature walk along the side of the back arroyo 
provides a view of their pueblo style erosion control, which was 
constructed by the owners during the pandemic.

There is much to see and enjoy for the garden naturalist. 
Pollinator advocates will enjoy talking to Alwyn about his 
honeybee hives. 

30 Anasazi Trails Loop
Subdivision: Anasazi Trails

Artists in the Garden:
Barbara Burzillo, Sculptor n 9am–noon
Juan Wijngaard, Painter n 1–4 pm
Artist Bios may be viewed on PlacitasGardenTour.com/Artists
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Mud

Hub
G R E E N H O U S E S

info@mudhubgreenhouses.com

mudhubgreenhouses.com

(505) 670-6370

Garden in Style & Comfort 
all year with selected covers

Use our assembly guide to install 
12  x  20  or  10  x  12, or have us do it

Agra Greenhouses
Growing with New Mexico Since 1988

The Doherty Family
Chuck n Ellie n Chipper

T 505.877.5440
F 505.877.1949

2015 Gun Club Rd SW
Albuquerque, NM 87105
AgraGreenhouses.com

Your local source for native and 
adaptive trees, shrubs, grasses, 
flowers, nuts & berries, and fruits 
for your habitat and pollinator 
landscapes.

PlantsoftheSouthwest.com
6680 4th St NW 
Albuquerque
505.344.8830

3095 Agua Fria St
Santa Fe
505.438.8888

Agent of Change
u Since 1980 u

Pepi Strahl
505-440-6003

Dr. D. M. Casaus
OPTOMETRIC PHYSICIAN

(505) 771-EYES
TheVisionStoreNewMexico.com

160 Camino del Pueblo
Bernalillo, NM 87004
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Lizard Lounge
Owners: Susan & Keith Cameron

Susan and Keith have focused on cutting their energy use by planting more 
deciduous trees and shrubs, which help to keep their inside spaces cooler 
during the summer while capitalizing on passive solar during the winter. The 
Lizard Lounge, located on the east side of the house, is used in the fall and 
winter months because it’s warm and cozy. 

Keith has built many rock pathways and structures for one to meander and 
explore the garden. The structures focus water flow throughout the garden 
and prevent soil erosion during monsoon rains. 

There is no single focal point in this garden. Instead, there are various places 
of interest. Places to sit alone and admire the vistas, to chat while enjoying a 
cup of coffee or cold drink, to do yoga, or just relax.

The owners have chosen plants to encourage and support wildlife, while 
keeping supplemental water demands low. A number of trees and a few 
flowers are named after friends and loved ones. 

There is a raven sculpture in the backyard on the other side of the bridge 
that spans the arroyo. During the rainy season water runs under the bridge, 
puddles slightly in front of the cottonwood, spills over some rocks, then 
moves on down the arroyo.

10 Calle Corvo
Subdivision: La Mesa

2
Tom Neiman 

ISA Certi� ed Arborist RM-8077A

Residential Assessment & Education

505-681-4511
virtualtom1950@gmail.com

Artists in the Garden:
Rebecca Nolda, Painter n 9am–noon
Barbara Burzillo, Sculptor n 1–4 pm
Artist Bios may be viewed on PlacitasGardenTour.com/Artists
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Garden of Eatin’ 
Owners: James & Bev Nagy

When Jim and Bev first moved to NM, they were renting and had 
nowhere to garden. They bought what they call garden pickers, grow 
boxes that can be moved around on wheels and taken with you. Today, 
they form a large part of their garden and are raised because Jim says, 
“the older I get the more difficult I find it to genuflect.” They now grow 
almost everything in containers or raised beds.

Jim and Bev wanted their garden to be practical, whimsical, fun, 
functional and different, yet still provide a selection of wholesome fresh 
vegetables. To achieve their goal, they decided to reuse ordinary items 
that were no longer needed from their garage and house. Be sure to find 
the gargoyles, aliens, old painting items, restaurant items, etc. that have 
all been transformed for use in the garden and serve to protect the crops 
from all forms of wildlife and domesticated animals. 

One of the smartest purchases they made was a 6’ X 8’ greenhouse 
purchased three years ago. It has allowed for the extension of the 
growing season and protection from the Placitas winds. It allows them 
to start plants from seeds, experiment with new items you don’t see 
at nurseries, and produce two yearly crops of tomatoes and other 
vegetables they love.

27 Calle Corvo
Subdivision: La Mesa

3
Mark Puckett

505-269-6997 Direct & Text

mark@markpuckett.com
Specializing in Placitas Home Sales

Artists in the Garden:
Bev Nagy, Weaver n 9am–noon
Bev Nagy, Weaver n 1–4 pm
Artist Bios may be viewed on PlacitasGardenTour.com/Artists
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Legacy European Garden 
Owner: David Heokenga

When David learned we were going to do a September 2021 Placitas 
Garden tour, he jumped at the chance to showcase his garden in late 
summer. David’s European garden was on the spring 2017 garden tour 
with a stunning collection of blooming rose shrubs and bulb plants. 
Problem with flowering shrubs not blooming in late September? Not 
in David’s garden, according to some beautiful late summer photos he 
shared with us. His roses are typically in bloom a second time late in the 
season as the temperatures go down. Gardeners can plan for a second 
bloom in late summer with roses and some iris. Other shrubs such as 
Coleus, Camellia, Crepe Myrtle, and native Jimsonweed will be showing 
off with colorful leaves, blooms, and fruiting structures in David’s garden. 

You will notice some changes in the garden such as a large back 
courtyard fountain waterfall feature and lily pond along with newly 
landscaped beds. David still utilizes his large green house to store and 
overwinter sensitive bulbs. The colorful directional signpost still exists 
near the pool. 

David looks forward to be a garden host again. He loves to talk with other 
gardeners about his favorite hobby.

2 Agua Sarca Rd
Subdivision: Tierra Madre

4

Artists in the Garden:
Juan Wijngaard, Painter n 9am–noon
Gayle Elaine Scott, Glass Mosaics n 1–4 pm
Artist Bios may be viewed on PlacitasGardenTour.com/Artists
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Map to the Gardens Please Note: Some GPS devices 
work poorly in Placitas. The most 
reliable way to tour the gardens 
is to depend on the map and the 
signs that have been erected 
near each garden. 

Map by Mike Stoy
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221 Hwy 165 (Milepost 2), Placitas
Homestead Village Shopping Center

505-867-8661 n  TheMerc.net
Open 9am–8pm

The Top 5 Reasons to STOP 
at The Merc during the Placitas Garden Tour

1. We’re right on your way, conveniently located on 
Hwy 165 at Milepost 2.

2. Gourmet sandwiches made fresh at our Deli with 
Boar’s Head meats.

3. Cold drinks, cold beer and a fabulous selection of 
wines. Bring your growler to fi ll in our Beer Cave!

4. Huge selection of snacks and baked goods.

5. Get out of the heat and relax.

Your Community Market

Proud Supporters of the 2018 Placitas Garden Tour

Debbie Navarro
505-867-7479 (Office)

505-867-3102 (Fax)
dnavarro@farmersagent.com
farmersagent.com/dnavarro

Your Local Farmers Insurance Agent

One Ridge Court n Placitas, NM 87043

Office Hours:  
8:30-5:30 Monday-Friday

Off ering in-home appointments

(505) 798-2515
Johanna@johannapickel.com
www.JohannaPickel.com

Cynthia S. Sikelianos 
Cindy@johannapickel.com

Legal Services
■ Wills and Trusts
■  Special Needs Trusts
■  Probate &Trust Administration
■  Asset Protection 
■  Powers of Attorney
■  Health Care Documents 
■  Elder Law
■  Guardianship & Conservatorship

O�  ces to serve you in 
Placitas & Albuquerque

01 Ridge Court 
Placitas, NM 87043

4801 Lang Ave NE ■ Ste 110 
Albuquerque, NM 87109
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Design, installation, maintenance
and irrigation of native and

adapted landscapes since 1993.

505 344-7508
www.waterwiselandscapesnm.com 

Contractor License #59714

Descaso de Aves (Bird Rest) 

Owner: Paul & Debbie Norman

Appropriately named, Paul’s garden features regional native plants 
including feather grass, sage, chamisa, apache plume, and high desert 
wildflowers that have proven popular with bees, butterflies, goldfinches, 
and hummingbirds. In addition to an extensive drip system, a cistern 
under the planting beds provides added hydration during dry summer 
months. The strategic and artful use of rock throughout the landscaping 
pays homage to the Puebloan methods of mulching crops. The inclusion of 
two water features ensures that the birds have a safe and enjoyable spot to 
feed, bathe, and nest in nearby trees.

Paul’s previous career as a creator of gardenware and furniture is evident in 
the use of sculpture, wall plaques, and planters throughout the landscape. 
Gradually, three distinct garden areas have evolved in which Paul and 
Debbie can enjoy the unsurpassed views of the Sandia peaks and the 
Jemez mountain range from their Mesa property location. 

2 Palomino Rd
Subdivision: Mustang Mesa

5

Artists in the Garden:
Reid Bandeen, Painter n 9am–noon
Jim Holley, Welded Sculpture n 1–4 pm
Artist Bios may be viewed on PlacitasGardenTour.com/Artists

Labyrinth Bonus: When visiting Descanso de Aves, be sure 
to walk across the street to take in the impressive garden 
labyrinth constructed by neighbors Mike Mahoney and Gordy 
Byrne. This unique garden feature is a replica of the 13th 

century Chartres Cathedral Labyrinth in northwestern France.
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A  Very Talavera Garden 

Owners: Lisa & Jud Fink

After Jim Madueña built their home in 2017, Lisa and Jud’s next step was 
to have the yard landscaped, both for appearance and to reduce the dust 
carried by the frequent winds up on Wild Horse Mesa. Jim recommended 
the late Guillermo Arriola. Guillermo’s meticulous planning and hard 
work resulted in a beautiful landscape of rock “riverbeds” and sandstone 
“bridges,” with plants intermingled throughout. He had an encyclopedic 
knowledge of what would live through desert summers and winters and 
mesa winds. Every plant he installed survived, without a single exception. 
The garden is today, in part, a tribute to him (though subsequent 
mistakes are entirely the fault of the owners)! His quiet intelligence, his 
kindness, and most of all his smile are greatly missed.

After coming to Placitas, Lisa discovered that shopping for brightly 
colored Talavera pottery was among her natural talents. Guillermo and 
his crew created a lovely setting for Lisa’s collection of the Talavera that 
she so enjoys.

The plants inside and immediately outside the front and back courtyards 
are watered by a drip irrigation system, metered by a controller that takes 
the local weather into account. For the same reason, the soil has not 
been amended.

63 Palomino Rd
Subdivision: Mustang Mesa

6

Artists in the Garden:
Jim Holley, Welded Sculpture n 9am–noon
Rebecca Nolda, Painter n 1–4 pm
Artist Bios may be viewed on PlacitasGardenTour.com/Artists

JGMaduenaHomes.com
Jim Madueña n 505-250-2236

Healthy, Sustainable Homes Featuring:
n Timeless Craftsmanship 
n Designs for Client’s Needs/Wants 
n Quality Construction
n Energy Conservation 

J. G. Madueña Homes
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505-867-3355
Tue 10am-7pm
Wed, Thu, Sat 

10am-5pm
Sun 1pm-4pm

453 Hwy 165
Placitas, NM 87043

NMSU Sandoval Extension Master Gardeners 
Educating and serving our community in sustainable high desert gardening

For Gardening Questions 
or to Find Classes and 

Volunteer Projects:
 www.sandovalmastergardeners.org

505-980-1270  TakeaPaws@icloud.com
Wed–Fri: 10–2, 3–6    Sat: 10-2

Serving Placitas, Rio Rancho, Albuquerque

Artists in the Gardens 

Barbara Burzillo, Sculptor
Gardens 1& 2

Reid Bandeen, Painter
Garden 5

Rebecca Nolda, Painter
Gardens 2 & 6

Carol Ordogne, Painter
Garden 7

Gayle Elaine Scott, Mosaics
Gardens 7 & 4

Jim Holley, Metal Sculptor
Gardens 6 & 5

Juan Wijngaard, Painter
Gardens 4 & 1

Bev Nagy, Weaver
Gardens 3
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Raven Hollow Garden 

Owner: Carolyn Stice

Carolyn’s family was attracted to this 3.5 acre rural property, with an 
orchard and large garden, because of its seclusion and abundance of 
local wildlife: foxes, coyotes, bobcats, bears, mountain lions, and lots of 
different species of birds.

The organic garden was started to learn about growing food efficiently 
in our arid environment. The garden incorporates a selection of dynamic 
composting systems including straw bale gardens, the lasagna method, 
and layering with yard materials and alfalfa. These composting systems 
both retain moisture and feed the plants. 

The garden is a mix of boxes and in-ground beds, designed and built by 
the owner. A system of trellises takes advantage of vertical space. The 
garden becomes a mini-ecosystem during the growing season, feeding 
the property owners, and providing habitat and food for local wildlife. 

This property also has a chicken coop, a separate home-composting 
system used to amend the soil, and a beehive to help with pollination. 
The garden is focused on vegetables, flowers, and herbs, both edible and 
medicinal, which are used for eating and for creating herbal medicines.

241 Camino de San Francisco
Subdivision: Mustang Mesa

7

Artists in the Garden:
Gayle Elaine Scott, Glass Mosaics n 9am–noon
Carol Ordogne, Painter & Printmaker n 1–4 pm
Artist Bios may be viewed on PlacitasGardenTour.com/Artists

Let me show you why…

Coldwell Banker Legacy
505-898-2700

■  Placitas resident since 1984: I know Placitas
■  Past Environmental Scientist in the Placitas area: I know land and water
■ Seventeen years of experience in Resale/ Buying, New Homes, 

Custom Home Building, Green Homes

Gail McGough-Madueña GRI, GREEN
Associate Broker, Realtor®,Lic#15080

505-228-1023
gailmm@cblegacy.com

Service, Knowlege and Integrity…the Hallmarks of My Business

Gail McGough-Madueña
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Placitas Community Library 
The Hub of Garden Tour Activity, 454 Hwy 165

Make the Placitas Community Library one of your stops on the Garden 
tour. It is located midway between the gardens this year. You may purchase 
tickets and obtain garden tour information. Browse the new CLCR Gallery to 
view the Garden Tour artists’ completed works of art, which are available for 
purchase.

Education: Sandoval Extension Master Gardeners will be available onsite 
to answer you garden questions. Guests can take a self-guided tour of 
the library’s award-winning native garden and labyrinth. Tour the newly 
completed interior additions to the library.

Daylily Sale: Members of the Albuquerque Daylily Society will be selling 
daylilies and answering your questions on the plant and its care. 

Talavera Pottery Sale: Nancy Holley will be selling colorful Mexican pottery 
in theme with Garden #6, A Very Talavera Garden.

Garden Tour Art: The completed works of art from the eight Garden Tour 
artists will be on display in the GLCR Gallery meeting room. PCL Board 
members will be on hand to answer questions about this year’s eight 
outstanding artists creating in the gardens and their collective artwork on 
display. This is a special opportunity for you to own an original work of art.

Free Raffle: You could win garden prizes donated by local businesses and 
volunteers. Visit the GLCR Gallery during the tour and fill out a ticket with 
your name and contact information. The drawing for the prizes will occur at 
the close of the tour (4:00 pm). You need not be present to win




