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The Placitas Garden Tour (PGT), Inc. welcomes you to our fourth 
annual Placitas Garden Tour. PGT is a nonprofit dedicated to hosting 
an annual tour of exceptional gardens in the Placitas community 
for viewing by the public. Ticket proceeds from the tour benefit 
our volunteer organizations, currently the Sandoval County Master 
Gardeners and the Placitas Community Library. Please thank our 
many helpful volunteers.

The tour would not be possible without the generous homeowners 
who have opened their gardens to you. You will enjoy eight diverse 
gardens and plein air painters at each, along with the Plein Air 
Gallery hosted by the Placitas Community Library. The Library will 
also be a site for garden tour education exhibits and refreshments. 
You may tour the gardens in any order as located on the Placitas map 
in the center fold. Please drive carefully and watch for pedestrians.

Ticket holders assume all risks associated 
with the 2019 Placitas Garden Tour including, 
but not limited to, rock pathways, stairways, 
steep landscapes, walls, and possible 
slippery areas. Except for service dogs, pets 
are not allowed on garden premises. 
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1 Small Potatoes Garden  
Owners Suzanne Maxwell & John Kail 

Suzanne and John made a conscious decision back in 2009 to 
use a portion of their retirement savings and invest in their future 
differently by becoming part of the solution instead of part of the 
problem, and living more sustainably. Their investment includes 
a passive solar adobe home, active solar panels on a tracker, a 
geodesic solar greenhouse, an on-demand hot water system, a 
500-gallon cistern of roof-harvested water, a pond, composting, 
and gardens for growing food. They employed the principles and 
philosophies of Permaculture, care for people, care for the earth, 
and give something back,” in the overall design of their land and 
gardens. They are participants in a local project called Co Grow. 
Their planted garden landscape coexists with the area native and 
native-adapted plants and animals resulting in their certification 
as a Wildlife Habitat. They love the art of crafting dinner using 
their own organically-grown produce.

What is Permaculture? Literally, “permanent, sustainable 
agricultural practices” that focus on a philosophy of caring for 
people alongside caring for the earth and at the same time, 
giving back or returning some of the bounty, be it sharing food 
with others, composting for Mother Earth or donating extra 
plants to local organizations for fundraising. Using and living 
by these principles and practices help create an active mindset 
of sustainability and perhaps even thrive-ability, that knows no 
boundaries and is limited only by our own imagination.

26 Camino Del Torreon
Rural area north of Hwy 165 just west of the Village
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Everything for Your Garden
Veggies, Fruit Trees, Flowers, Shrubs & Perennials
Located on the SW Corner of 4th St & Alameda Blvd

Open Daily 9:00 AM–5:30PM

505.898.3562
AlamedaGreenhouseABQ.com

9515 4th St NW ■ Albuquerque, NM 87114
www.plantsofthesouthwest.com

6680 4th St NW, Albuquerque 
505 344 8830

3095 Agua Fria St, Santa Fe 
505 438 8888

Providing Native and Adaptive Trees, Shrubs, 
Grasses, Flowers, Nuts & Berries, and Fruits
for your Habitat and Pollinator Landscapes

Your local source for native plants and seed since 1976 
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plant an idea and it will grow

Barbara Rosner, Owner

505.867.6552
info@rosnercreative.com

contact us for fresh 
ideas to help your 

business grow

High impact, cost e� ective 
graphic design services
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Camino de las Huertas Garden
Owners Scott Deuel & Nancy Kellum Rose

Scott and Nancy moved to Placitas over a decade ago from the city of 
Chicago, where they maximized their urban growing space by creating a 
rooftop vegetable garden. They purchased a lot of land on Camino Lucero 
just north of the Village of Placitas in 2007. While waiting for their home to 
be built, Scott manually cleared a small farming area just north of their home 
site for their future food garden. 

At that time the area consisted of several one-seeded juniper trees and a 
couple of unattended fruit trees. Scott gradually removed encroaching 
junipers and planted other fruit trees to create a small orchard. Water was 
sourced from their own well. Over the past years, Scott has built enclosures 
and raised beds of different sizes to grow a variety of vegetables. He amends 
the native granite soil yearly with locally-sourced horse manure, employs 
organic farming practices, and rotates his vegetable crops. The fresh produce 
is used in Nancy’s own cooking, purchased by the Blades Bistro in Placitas, 
and sold at the weekly Rotary Park Bernalillo farmers market in late summer. 
Nancy and Scott use their glass-enclosed swimming pool as a winter green 
house to get an early start for various plants and tomato seedlings. 

Different vegetable growing structures and techniques will be on display at 
this garden. The Bernalillo County Master Composters will provide demos 
and information on doing your own composting. A Mud Hub representative 
will have a demo greenhouse model available for preview. Talk with other 
garden vegetable growing experts along with Scott and Nancy, who will be 
selling vegetables harvested from their garden on the day of the tour. 

12 Camino Lucero
Subdivision: Las Huertas Canyon

2
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n Variety of aggregates & crushed stone
n  Pavers & wall systems from Belgard
n  Manufactured stone veneer from Harristone
n  Natural flagstone & veneer

n  Soil stabilizers for golf and sports turf 
management

n  Xeriscape design software & materials
n  Indoor & outdoor fireplaces

3601 Pan American Freeway NE, 87107
Website: www.buildology.net

Phone: 505.344.6626
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Mud

Hub
G R E E N H O U S E S

info@mudhubgreenhouses.com

mudhubgreenhouses.com

(505) 670-6370

Garden in Style & Comfort 
all year with selected covers

Use our assembly guide to install 
12  x  20  or  10  x  12, or have us do it

 

Landscape Experts 
Your Local Garden & 

Fertilizers

Bag & Bulk Soil
Vegetables Hardscape  
Trees

Bedding Plants

 

 

505 897 9328 
3675 Corrales Rd, Corrales, NM 87048 

Xeric & Native Plants FREE Seminars

Mon Sat 8:30am 6:30pm • Sun 10:00am 5:00pm
www.thevillagemercantile.com
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El Jardin en Equilibrio 
Owners Erin & Jon Height

After having their Diamond Tail home built and being new to the high desert, 
Erin and Jon knew they needed help with the selection of their landscape plants. 
Their Builder, Bill Reynolds of New Haven Homes, introduced them to Hilltop 
Landscaping. With their guidance the Heights were able to identify plants that 
work best for this high elevation growing zone, soil composition, and high 
desert micro-climate. It was clear that if they did the landscape themselves, 
as they had done with their past homes in New Jersey, it might never be 
completed. The challenges faced at this location were wind, water, and rock. 
Almost every hole must be jackhammered. 

Erin and Jon’s landscape goal was to achieve a sense of balance through the 
selection of plants providing a range of height, textures and colors. Aspens, 
piñon and Austrian pines and surrounding native juniper command the higher 
level. Three leaf sumac, Mugo pines, prickly pear, agave and other succulents 
populate the medium level scale. Low lying plants and pots of annuals soften 
and fill in the lower scale with form, color and texture. The sound of moving 
water from a front courtyard water-feature provides a soothing ambiance. 
The front entrance gate was built by local craftsmen as were the metal gates 
to the walkway surrounding the rear portal area. Watering on this property is 
accomplished by an extensive drip irrigation system. Runoff is contained by 
ponding to allow regeneration of the aquifer.

Diamond Tail requires restoration of the land after construction. The goal was to 
create new areas that do not clash with the land in its original state. After eight 
years the Heights continue to maintain that balance. 

104 Wild Primrose 
Subdivision: Diamond Tail

3
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221 Hwy 165, Suite L (Homestead Village)
Placitas, NM 87043 
505-771-0695
BladesBistro.com

Dinner ■ Tuesday–Thursday 5–9, Friday & Saturday 5–9:30
Brunch ■ Sunday 10–2

OpenTable Winner Diners Choice 2018
ABQ The Magazine Top 5 Best of the City 2018

Wine Spectator Award of Excellence 2015
ABQ The Magazine Hot Plate Winner
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JGMaduenaHomes.com
Jim Madueña ■ 505-250-2236

Healthy, Sustainable Homes Featuring:
■ Timeless Craftsmanship 
■ Designs for Client’s Needs/Wants 
■ Quality Construction
■ Energy Conservation 

J. G. Madueña Homes
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The Accessible Garden 
Owners Shelly & Herman Haase

Three years ago, Herman believed he could be again confined to a wheel 
chair after his disability. He did not want to give up on his vegetable 
gardening and access to fresh greens for cooking. Herman is unable 
to perform gardening in a normal on the ground manner due to his 
disability of over 20 years. Shelly and Herman planned for this eventuality 
by building a sidewalk ramp to an elevated area near their garden utility 
storage room. The elevated space was leveled to accommodate several 
raised garden beds accessible from wheel chair height. There is room for 
wheel chair turn around between the raised garden beds.

Herman is not confined to a wheel chair now and he capably gets 
around with leg braces and Loftstrand crutches. He comfortably tends 
to his edible plants in the raised beds and he easily operates a nearby 
retracting hose assembly with the use of his crutches. Framing and 
protective garden bed covers allow for enough protection to grow 
greens very early and late into the growing season.

The Haase’s two spaniels love to romp and sniff the landscape plants 
while Herman and Shelly are tending their gardens. Shelly maintains the 
plants and trees around their 360-degree home landscape. She consulted 
with the native nurseries to get advice on plants and trees best suited for 
low watering, year around color, and textural interest. She has created a 
beautiful open landscape setting behind their back portal that perfectly 
anchors the vast panoramic west views of their Diamond Tail property. 

131 Diamond Tail Rd
Subdivision: Diamond Tail

4
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Agra Greenhouses
Growing with New Mexico Since 1988

The Doherty Family
Chuck n Ellie n Chipper

T 505.877.5440
F 505.877.1949

2015 Gun Club Rd SW
Albuquerque, NM 87105

AgraGreenhouses.com
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Conveniently Located Full Service Salon
Unisex Hair and Beauty Salon, Manicures, Pedicures,  

Permanent Makeup, Microblading, Lash/Brow Tints

505.867.6361
PlacitasDelSalon@gmail.com

PlacitasDelSalon.com
Dell Martinez, Cosmetologist

Kristie Thompson, Permanent Makeup Artist

Homestead Village Shopping Center, next to Blades Bistro
221 State Hwy 165, Suite I, Placitas, NM 87043
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Map to the Gardens

18
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Please Note: Some GPS devices 
work poorly in Placitas. The most 
reliable way to tour the gardens 
is to depend on the map and the 
signs that have been erected 
near each garden. 

Map by Mike Stoy

19
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The Infinity Garden 
Owners Chris & Dave Pasero

The gardens and home were built in 2017, so when Chris and Dave 
moved in that May, the gardens were already in place. The concept of 
their gardens, including the design and choice and placement of the 
plants was a joint effort between the owners, their designer/decorator 
Charles Rose, and Rick Garcia of Landscape Solutions. They all met, 
discussed the Paseros’ vision, and Mr. Garcia presented several stages 
of landscape drawings leading up to the final design. 

Rather than having a front courtyard the Paseros opted for a more 
natural “woodsy” exterior landscaping leading to the front entrance 
of the home. The courtyard was instead designed into the back of the 
house off the kitchen with a more tailored look. 

The Paseros have a lovely water fountain and a Japanese maple on 
their front porch, but the backyard swimming pool with the infinity 
edge and the planters along the sides of the pool is the focal point 
of the landscape design. The infinity edge of the pool draws your eye 
along the length of the pool to the rugged Diamond Tail open space 
and a far northern view of the Sangre de Cristo peaks.

Mr. Garcia did a perfect job of creating the feel of flowing rivers by 
placing river rock and desert colored crusher fine throughout the 
property. This is a visually beautiful as well as a functional feature 
allowing rain and snow melt to quickly flow to the reservoir ponds. A 
large stone carved with a petroglyph flute player is used as a pathway 
bridge across the dry river bed.

109 Crestview Ct 
Subdivision: Diamond Tail 

5
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Sandoval County Master Gardeners
Educating and serving our community in sustainable high desert gardening

Meet with Us
Bernalillo Rotary Park Market 4-7pm
Every Friday through October

Corrales Growers Market 9am
Every Sunday through October

Plant Clinics
Oct 5, 10am: Home Depot on Hwy 550
Sep 28, 10am: Santa Ana Garden Center
In Bernalillo 

Learn with Us
Calendar of all 2019 Events and Public 
Classes: sandovalmastergardeners.org/
gardening-classes/

HOMEscape Solutions Design Workshop 
St. Francis Church in Rio Rancho
Workshop Starts Sep 13
Registration Deadline Sep 9

Registration for the Winter 2020 
Master Gardener Training

Contact Us 
SCMGHotline@gmail.com
505-358-1943Gardening is 

cheaper than 

therapy and you 

get tomatoes.

~Author Unknown
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Mark Puckett
505-269-6997 Direct & Text

mark@markpuckett.com
Specializing in Placitas Home Sales

The best thing about garden tours is 
meeting the gardener that tends the 
garden. When you meet the gardener 
in their own garden, you learn so 
much more about that garden then if 
you just walked around and viewed 
the garden on your own.
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Design, installation, maintenance
and irrigation of native and

adapted landscapes since 1993.

505 344-7508
www.waterwiselandscapesnm.com 

Contractor License #59714
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The Labyrinth Garden 
Owners Jessica & Mike Chynoweth

When Jessica and Mike purchased this house some years ago there 
was very little landscaping. They had just had a baby and wanted 
to create a safe and beautiful place for her to play. With Hilltop 
Landscaping they put in the initial wall, hardscape, plantings, and 
water features.

Over the years Jessica added a few plants such as the butterfly 
bushes. The labyrinth came about when they needed to relocate 
their septic tank. The owners wanted a beautiful, meditative, 
natural spot where they could spend time separately and as a 
family. They also wanted a seasonal water feature to collect rain 
water and snow melt for use elsewhere in the yard. The collection 
system had to be low maintenance since both work and now have 
two young kids. Hunter Ten Broek of WaterWise Landscapes, Inc. 
helped design the labyrinth and assisted in choosing the plantings.

The family is slowly adding to the labyrinth garden and making it 
their own creation with local rocks/fossils that they find. Jessica is 
reseeding the area with many native grasses and flowering plants 
and drought-tolerant wildflowers. The Arizona blanket flowers were 
spectacular last year. The owners’ garden goals are to continue 
to create a beautiful spot where they can spend time as a family 
planting drought tolerant plants that are a haven for pollinators 
as well. During the warm season the family spends a lot of time 
outside on the hardscape as well as running around the labyrinth.

107 Crestview Ct 
Subdivision: Diamond Tail

6
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Let me show you why…

Coldwell Banker Legacy
505-898-2700

n  Placitas resident since 1984: I know Placitas
n  Past Environmental Scientist in the Placitas area: I know land and water
n Seventeen years of experience in Resale/ Buying, New Homes, 

Custom Home Building, Green Homes

Gail McGough-Madueña GRI, GREEN
Associate Broker, Realtor®,Lic#15080

505-228-1023
gailmm@cblegacy.com

Service, Knowlege and Integrity…the Hallmarks of My Business

Gail McGough-Madueña
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The Zen Garden 
Owner Oddie Brown

Speaking with Oddie about landscaping soon becomes an entertaining 
lesson on the art and philosophy of Zen garden design. As a young man 
he was trained and influenced in garden maintenance and landscape 
design by Yashiro Yamada, his high school football coach in Chicago. 

Oddie is both artist and landscape designer. He always starts with a clean 
slate to develop one of his landscape masterpieces. He brought in large 
boulders and moved them into place to create the irregular mountain 
outcropping structures in the landscape. He tinted the landscape 
boulders by hand to provide a uniform reddish brown sand stone 
appearance. It took Oddie just three months to build the large cascading 
waterfall and pond in the back of the house. The rock, swales, and slopes 
of his landscape passively collect rainfall, promote propagation of plants 
from seed, and the naturalization of shrubs, cactus and wild flowers. He 
uses very little if any irrigation water on this property and his landscape 
is low maintenance. Oddie has created artful touches throughout his 
landscape by vignette planting which includes a water collection feature 
and rock sculpture interest. He prunes his juniper pine trees to have an 
Asian appearance. Together, he planted two different types of vines, 
clematis and trumpet, which arch above the large front window of his 
home creating a living trellis that flowers at different seasons.

Distinct garden spaces appear like framed oil paintings from the windows 
and interior spaces of his home. Oddie has created a unique creation that 
must be seen. The garden is still and always will be, progressing.

110 Buffalo Ridge Rd 
Subdivision: Diamond Tail

7
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221 Hwy 165 (Milepost 2), Placitas
Homestead Village Shopping Center

505-867-8661 n  TheMerc.net
Open 9am–8pm

The Top 5 Reasons to STOP 
at The Merc during the Placitas Garden Tour

1. We’re right on your way, conveniently located on 
Hwy 165 at Milepost 2.

2. Gourmet sandwiches made fresh at our Deli with 
Boar’s Head meats.

3. Cold drinks, cold beer and a fabulous selection of 
wines. Bring your growler to fi ll in our Beer Cave!

4. Huge selection of snacks and baked goods.

5. Get out of the heat and relax.

Your Community Market

Proud Supporters of the 2018 Placitas Garden Tour
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A local favorite!

221D Hwy 165, Placitas n 505-771-1700
placitascafe.blogspot.com

Casa Rosa Food Pantry offers a helping hand for Placitas  (una mano de 
ayudapara Placitas).  We distribute food and essential items to Placitas residents in 
need of some extra help. Volunteers and donations are welcome and appreciated.

www.CasaRosaFoodPantry.org

Gardening 
is learning, 

learning, 
learning. That’s 

the fun of it. 
You’re always 

learning.
-Helen Mirren
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Sangre de Agua Garden
Owners Art & Dolores Martinez

The Martinez family is fond of their cozy rural home and landscape in the 
San Francisco Hills neighborhood of far northwestern Placitas. There is a 
remote view of the Sangre de Cristo mountain range looking out of their 
driveway. Delores and Art feel like they are on vacation when they are at 
home and, particularly so, when they are sitting on their portal listening 
to the waterfall and the aspen leaves rustling. The waterfall is the focus 
of this property. It is a resort sized rock wall built by hand with collected 
lime stone. It took Art six years to build the rock feature and after that he 
chiseled out some of the lower stone to insert a carved bird bath. It is a 
great location for growing trees nearby and enticing wild life and birds 
to rest and drink. At times the wild horses of Placitas congregate at the 
upper level of the waterfall leaving their hoof prints in the sandy loam 
soil. The waterfall has become a family gathering spot. Just a few years 
ago their son was married under the trellis covered with Virginia creeper 
against the back drop of the falling water. 

After viewing the rock waterfall walk around their neat home landscape 
and enjoy the many high elevation trees which Art has transplanted. 
Ponderosa pine, aspen and blue spruce thrive among native juniper and 
piñon pines. Art will explain how he transplanted the Mount Taylor blue 
spruce trees that are flourishing near the back corner of the home.

Enjoy the beautiful fall native plants driving north on Camino San Francisco 
from the Diamond Tail turn-off to reach the Martinez property. Drive 
slowly and watch for the Placitas wild horses grazing on the roadsides!

18 Sangre de Cristo 
Follow Camino San Francisco just 

west of Diamond Tail Subdivision

8
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Placitas Community Library
Una placita para todos (A Place for Everyone)

Books, Meeting Room, Exhibits, Public Computers, 
Programs, FREE Wi-Fi, Labyrinth, Native Garden & More

� ank you, Placitas, for helping us meet our fundraising 
goals to “Write the Next Chapter!” We look forward to 

moving forward with our expansion plans to better meet 
the informational, educational, technological and cultural 

needs of our diverse New Mexico community.

Library Hours:
Tuesday 10AM-7PM | Wednesday 10AM-5PM | Thursday 10AM-5PM 

Saturday 10AM-5PM | Sunday 1PM-4PM | Closed Monday, Friday
453 Hwy 165, Placitas, NM 87043

(505) 867-3355
PlacitasLibrary.com
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Placitas Community Library 
The Hub of Garden Tour Activity, 454 Hwy 165

Make the Placitas Community Library one of your first stops. Purchase tour 
tickets and obtain garden and tour information. Browse the Plein Air Gallery 
of garden paintings available for purchase. The La Casita Food Truck will be 
open from 8:30 am – 3:30 pm. Breakfast burritos and coffee will be served in 
the early morning and lunch items and beverages served later.

Education. Master Gardeners and other volunteers will be available for 
on-site garden and plant education. Tom Neiman, a certified arborist and 
Master Gardener, will advise on tree planting and maintenance at the 
Library throughout the day. September is a perfect month to plant trees 
and shrubs in your garden because of the cooler temperatures. Guests can 
take a self-guided tour of the Library’s award-winning native garden and 
meditative labyrinth. There are signs to identify many of the plants. 

The Plein Air Gallery of garden paintings completed prior to and during 
the tour will be on display inside the library. Volunteers will be on hand to 
answer questions about the eight outstanding artists painting en plein air in 
the gardens this year and their collective artwork on display. This is a special 
opportunity for you to own an original work of art as a wonderful reminder 
of the 2019 Placitas Garden Tour. 

Free Raffle! You could win garden prizes donated by our advertising 
sponsors. Visit the Plein Air Gallery during the tour and fill out a ticket with 
your name, phone number, and email address. The drawing for the prizes 
will occur at the close of the tour (4:00 pm). You need not be present to win. 
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Garden Tour Outreach 
It is not just about beautiful gardens, art and landscape design…
We hope you enjoy the fourth annual Placitas Garden Tour and leave the tour 
inspired to redefine your own gardens in unique ways. A large portion of the 
Placitas Garden Tour proceeds are donated back to our participating volunteer 
organizations, currently the Sandoval County Master Gardeners and the Placitas 
Community Library. The volunteers from these organizations donate their time 
and skills to make the garden tour a success and assist the garden owners at 
their properties. These organizations also share the community and educational 
missions of the Placitas Garden Tour – the advancement of horticultural 
education, promotion of projects for the enrichment of our community, and 
conservation of our soil and water resources.

The Placitas Garden Tour is currently exploring an educational exchange project 
with an Antigua conservation organization called the Barns Hill Community 
Development Organization (BCDO), barneshillcdo.org. Savannah Boone, a 
Placitas Garden Tour Board member and native of Antigua, introduced us to 
this grassroots organization and its project leader. The scope of the BCDO is to 
restore the 19th century Barns Hill water reservoir in St. George’s, Antigua. The 
restoration project will provide enhanced water storage, educate the residents in 
conservation, and encourage agricultural economic development in this area of 
the island. There will be information and photos displayed on the BCDO project 
during the Placitas Garden Tour at the Library. There will be ideas for education 
exchanges and a possible Antigua 2020-21 trip open to those interested. 

The Placitas Garden Tour 
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Our Local Artists
Gardens and paintings are similar in that they are composed in harmony 
with a series of shapes, forms, colors, and textures. 

We invite you to watch the artists as they express their vision and 
interpretation of the gardens with paint and canvas. The Placitas Garden Tour 
has invited a select group of local artists to paint en plein air in each of the 
gardens. Please enjoy watching their process as they complete their portraits 
of the gardens that you will visit during the tour.

Purchase a Painting! All works will all be on display for sale at the Placitas 
Community Library on the day of the tour. Purchase a work of art and a lasting 
memory of the Placitas Garden Tour.

Featured Painters
Laverne Bohlin

Diane Buster
Carol Carpenter

Connie Falk
Carla Forrest

Katherine Irish
Carol Ordogne

Dianna Shomaker

For links to the artists’ websites, go to PlacitasGardenTour.com



The most enchanted gardens 
are found in Placitas. 

I can help you find yours…

Jennise Phillips, Associate Broker

Your Trusted Placitas Expert
505-331-2288 

jennisep@aol.com
NewMexicolandhomes.com




